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PREFACE. 


For  Great  Britain  in  the  early  days  of  last  August  there 
was  no  honourable  escape  from  war.  It  is  therefore  matter 
for  rejoicing  that  the  honourable  decision  was  taken.  God 
be  thanked  for  all  the  chivalrous  self-sacrifice  displayed  by 
the  manhood  of  the  nation  since  those  days,  and  for  all 
the  generous  willingness  to  help  displayed  throughout  the 
country. 

The  issues  bound  up  in  the  war  are  such  as  to  provide 
an  amply  sufficient  moral  basis  for  the  call  to  sacrifice 
which  it  involves.  What  is  being  asked  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  is  asked  in  the  name  of  liberty,  of  humanity,  and  of 
loyalty  to  sacred  obligations.  God  bless  every  man  among 
them  who  is  willing,  if  need  be,  to  die  in  order  that  Great 
Britain  may  continue  to  conserve  the  liberties  of  her  people, 
and  of  the  whole  of  mankind. 

None  the  less,  for  the  Christian  mind  to  reconcile  itself 
to  any  war  is  always  difficult.  The  full  horrors  of  war  are 
being  disclosed  to-day,  and  few  escape  the  question,  How 
can  any  Christian  man  or  Christian  nation  consent  to  take 
part  in  it?  How  can  killing  be  any  part  of  duty?  How 
can  destruction  lie  in  the  line  of  any  man's  vocation  ? 
Plainly  the  whole  situation  bristles  with  perplexities  for 
those  who  seek  seriously  to  interpret  the  mind  of  Christ. 
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Driven  by  these  perplexities,  a  group  of  intimate  friends 
from  various  parts  of  Scotland  met  lately  for  prayer  and 
conference.  They  are  conscious  of  many  difficulties  before 
which  both  their  knowledge  and  their  spiritual  vision  failed 
them.  But  believing  that  some  light  was  given  to  them, 
and  that  the  call  to  speak  out  is  very  urgent  to-day,  they 
send  out  these  words  as  a  contribution  to  their  fellow 
Christians  who  are  working  at  the  task  of  interpreting  for 
to-day  the  mind  of  our  Lord. 

(Note.—  What  follows  probably  does  not  fully  express  the  mind  of 
any  one  member  of  the  group.  It  merely  voices  the  con- 
victions which  a  majority  of  the  group  hold  in  common, 
even  while  they  differ  in  many  points  of  detail.) 


Edinburgh,  December  1914. 
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I— IS  THE  WAR  A  DUTY? 

Can  Christian  people  accept  this  war  as  a  plain  duty, 
and  devote  their  strength  to  it  with  a  good  conscience?  The 
question  is  not  one  of  merely  academic  interest.  The 
national  answer  to  it  might  well  concern  both  our  statesmen 
and  our  generals.  For  if  there  be  doubts  behind  our  blows  they 
may  lack  just  the  power  needed  to  secure  victory.  Scruples 
of  conscience  will  not  lead  to  sacrifice,  and  hesitations  about 
the  Tightness  of  our  national  position  might  add  just  the  last 
intolerable  touch  to  the  suffering  which  the  war  brings  to 
thousands  of  homes. 

We  know  to-day  what  war  means.  Slowly  a  sense  of  its 
horrors,  its  cruelty,  and  its  brutality  is  coming  home  to  us. 
Week  by  week  we  are  more  conscious  of  the  awful  cost  to 
the  nations  involved,  and  again  and  again  the  question 
arises,  "Is  this  right?"  Can  a  man  who  wishes  to  live  in 
faithful  allegiance  to  Christ  play  his  part  in  this  war  without 
disloyalty  ? 

We  believe  the  answer  is  Yes. 

Terrible  as  it  all  is,  it  was  the  only  way  open  to  us  at  the 
last  in  which  to  resist  an  aggression  which  threatened  the 
most  sacred  interests  in  life.  Probably  a  hundred  different 
factors  entered  into  a  situation  so  complex,  but  the  heart  ot 
the  matter  is  that  Germany  openly  proposed  to  do  an  evil 
thing  in  Europe,  and  it  became  the  part  of  honour  to  prevent 
her.  What  made  our  nation  unanimous  in  the  early  days  of 
August  was  a  sense  that  it  belongs  to  the  highest  conception 
of  our  national  calling  to  insist  on  the  sacredness  of  treaties, 
to  attempt  to  conserve  for  every  nation  the  opportunity  to 
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make  its  full  contribution  to  the  life  of  mankind,  and  to  guard 
at  all  costs  the  liberties  for  which  our  Empire  stands. 

It  is  true  indeed  that  the  spirit  of  military  aggression, 
which  now  we  identify  with  Prussia,  cannot  be  finally 
exorcised  by  the  sword.  Only  a  greater  spirit  can  overthrow 
that  evil  power.  War  can  at  best  only  restrain  a  wrongdoer, 
and  secure  an  opportunity  for  the  operation  of  moral  forces. 
But  when  the  menace  of  arms  confronted  us,  and  blatant 
forces  designed  deadly  things  against  civilization,  then  indeed 
"we  could  do  no  other." 

We  have  brethren  in  Christ  who  cannot  take  this  view. 
They  hold  that  the  precept,  "Resist  not  evil,"  should  be 
literally  obeyed  even  in  this  case,  and  that  fighting  can 
never  involve  less  than  apostacy  for  a  nation  that  believes  in 
Christ.  They  point  with  effect  to  the  fact  that  all  parties 
in  this  war  believe  that  they  are  fighting  in  a  righteous 
cause,  and  that  those  who  in  general  believe  war  to  be  wrong 
yet  justify  each  war  as  it  arises. 

The  case  they  put  with  such  strength  is  just  the  cause  of 
the  perplexities  of  many  of  Christ's  people,  and  it  is  indeed 
a  hard  thing  to  believe  that  our  Master  wishes  us  to  kill. 
What  we  feel  to  be  clearly  true  in  their  position  is  that  the 
methods  of  force  are  not  the  characteristic  Christian  methods, 
and  can  never  be  other  than  a  second  best.  Christ  was 
possessed  of  certain  mysterious  spiritual  powers  before  which, 
again  and  again,  His  enemies  gave  way,  so  that  He  was  able 
to  "pass  through  the  midst  of  them."  And  a  nation  that 
possessed  such  spiritual  authority  might  long  ere  this  have 
found  some  way  of  saving  Europe  from  the  danger  of  war 
that  has  hung  over  us  for  many  years.  But  even  though  war  be 
only  a  second  best,  it  may  at  times  be  immeasurably  better 
than  the  only  alternative.  Between  war  with  all  its  horror, 
and  treachery  with  its  shame,  no  honourable  nation  could 
hesitate. 

It  seems  certain  that  there  are  situations  in  life,  created 


by  past  sin,  in  which  a  man  must  choose  between  two  courses 
ne.ther  of  which  is  ideally  right.    He  who  bv  past  folly  has 
run  into  debt  may  find  himself  unable  both  to  pay  his  credi- 
tors and  to  feed  his  own  children.    And  in  such  a  case  the 
course  which  is  his  duty  can  only  be  described  as  the  lesser 
of  two  evils.    Probably  we  stood  as  a  nation  in  a  situation  of 
a  similar  moral  character  last  August.    The  ultimate  roots  of 
the  trouble  which  then  had  to  be  faced  lay  far  back  in  the 
past -back    in  the  time   during  which  the  nations  were 
involved  in  the  world-wide  scramble  for  territory  and  gold 
and  in  days  during  which  policy  was  purely  self-seeking' 
If  our  own  past  history  had  been  different  we  might  not 
have  had    so  tragic  a  choice   to  make.     As   it  was  we 
had  to  choose  between  two  courses,  neither  of  which  was 
ideally  right,  and  we  assuredly  chose  the  lesser  of  the  two 
evils.    Sometimes  it  is  true  of  a  nation,  as  Sir  Henry  Jones 
said  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Hibbert  Journal,  that  "  there  is 
no  right  thing  left  in  the  world  for  it  to  do.    Its  very  best, 
its  duty,  is  the  tragical  choice  between  two  evils.    So  much 
wrong  has  been  committed  by  somebody  in  the  past,  the 
sway  of  folly  has  been  so  wide,  the  growth  of  the  wickedness 
of  men  has  been  so  rank,  and  their  affairs  are  now  so  en- 
tangled, that  the  way  of  righteousness  in  which  the  simple 
walk  without  erring  is  no  longer  open." 

We  need  not  and  we  cannot  claim  to  have  been  guiltless 
in  the  past.  We  need  not  blind  ourselves  to  the  fact  that 
war  is  a  horrible  and  a  terrible  method  to  employ.  But 
none  the  less  it  was  the  one  method  open  to  us  in  the 
situation  we  had  to  face  in  August.  An  evil  force  had  to 
be  restrained.  Men  who  openly  flout  the  conceptions  of 
life  which  to  us  are  sacred  proposed  to  master  the  world, 
and  make  nations  who  resisted  them  weep  tears  of  blood. 
A  new  terror  walked  the  earth.  A  new  affront  was  offered 
to  God  and  His  Son.  We  could  not  do  other  than  stand 
to  arms,  and  we  cannot  say  less  than  "God-speed"  to  all 
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who  are  willing  to  die  in  resisting  this  aggressor.  There 
is  a  genuine  element  of  truth  in  the  description  of  the  men 
in  our  trenches  as  men  who  are  resisting  antichrist.  God 
would  not  have  us  hate  Germany,  or  indeed  do  anything 
less  than  love  Germany.  But  just  as  the  man  who  is 
running  amuck  must  for  his  own  sake  be  shut  up  till  he 
comes  to  a  better  mind,  so  a  nation  gone  mad  in  violence 
and  aggression  must  be  shown  finally  that  the  civilised 
world  does  not  mean  to  tolerate  such  ways. 


II.-THE  CALL  TO  REPENTANCE. 

Our  view  of  our  national  situation  is  then  that  we  are 
called  to  do  a  work  for  God  in  resisting  evil.  But  no  man 
can  hold  that  position  and  escape  the  question,  "  Are  we  fit 
to  be  an  instrument  in  God's  hands?"  It  is  a  terribly 
purging  thing  to  be  called  to  execute  any  judgment  of  God's. 
"  Woe  is  me,"  said  one  great  man  when  a  great  task  was 
offered  to  him,  "  for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell 
in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips." 

On  any  view  of  it  this  war  constitutes  a  loud  call  to 
penitence,  and  we  shall  only  be  right  with  God  and  man 
when  we  have  faced  that  call.  Let  us  try  to  face  the  whole 
situation  in  that  attitude. 

Christianity  is  the  world's  one  defence  against  war.  But 
European  Christianity  has  not  availed  to  prevent  this  war. 
That  is  the  first  outstanding  fact  of  the  whole  situation. 
Not  as  Britons,  but  as  members  of  Christ's  Church  militant 
here  on  earth,  we  have  to  face  the  humiliation  of  this  truth. 
Whatever  measure  of  real  religion  there  has  been  in  the 
countries  involved,  it  was  not  strong  enough  to  restrain 
the  pagan  forces  against  it,  and  to  guide  the  nations  into 
the  ways  of  peace.    Not  even  one  nation  had  seriously  set 
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itself  to  win  by  Christian  obedience  the  spiritual  authority 
which  might  have  forbidden  this  strife. 

Some  are  content  to  say  that  this  war,  with  all  its 
sufferings,  is  just  the  will  of  God,  and  that  it  is  sent  for 
our  chastisement.  There  is  a  sense  in  which  all  that  happens 
is  the  will  of  God,  including  evil  things,  because  He  so 
framed  the  world  as  to  make  them  possible.  And  the 
sufferings  that  they  bring  in  their  train  are  His  will  only 
in  the  sense  that  He  does  not  intervene  between  men  and 
the  consequences  of  their  sins. 

But  in  a  far  deeper  sense  the  war  is  not  His  will,  but 
rather  a  direct  and  flagrant  contradiction  of  His  will.  For 
His  kingdom  He  requires  and  asks  all  the  powers  of  all  the 
nations  in  the  co-operation  of  Brotherhood.  And  instead 
we  are  at  each  other's  throats.  Surely  Christ  is  put  afresh 
on  Calvary  by  these  things.  It  is  true  that  sin  brings 
suffering  in  its  train,  and  that  suffering  may  prove  to  be  just 
the  wholesome  and  needed  medicine  for.  men  and  nations 
at  this  time.  But  wars  come  of  man's  lusts  and  not  of 
God's  will.  This  war  is  the  fruit  of  a  hundred  suspicions, 
jealousies,  rivalries,  and  hatreds. 

Therefore  we  return  to  the  call  to  penitence  which 
springs  from  this  failure  in  European  Christianity.  Can 
we  make  plain  to  ourselves  where  we  have  failed  ?  In 
the  flare  of  this  new  lurid  light  that  now  burns  in  Europe, 
can  we  see  ourselves  with  a  new  clearness?  Penitence  at 
large  accomplishes  nothing.  Can  we  make  our  penitence 
detailed  and  therefore  humbling?  We  have  probably  all  a 
vivid  sense  of  the  amount  of  penitence  required  of  Germany. 
Can  we  be  equally  clear  about  our  own  mistakes? 

Three  charges  might  well  come  home  to  all  Christ's 
people  in  Europe — 

(i)  The  war  is  in  part  the  outcome  of  a  system  of  ideas 
that  had  become  prevalent : — that  international  rivalries  and 
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jealousies  are  part  of  the  inevitable  order  of  things — that 
only  a  great  system  of  armaments,  which  keeps  the  nations 
ready  for  violence,  can  secure  the  gains  of  our  civilisation 
—that  the  appeal  to  force  is  a  tolerable  way  of  settling 
questions  of  justice — that  international  brotherhood  is  only 
a  Utopian  dream ; — these,  which  are  wholly  unchristian 
conceptions,  have  brought  about  this  apocalypse  of  evil. 
And  have  Christ's  disciples  not  succumbed  in  thought  to 
these  delusions?  Have  we  boldly  entered  the  lists  against 
them  ?  There  have  indeed  been  various  movements  of 
approach  between  the  nations  by  Trade  Unionists,  Socialists, 
and  the  Brotherhood  organisations.  Yet  these  only  add 
emphasis  to  the  question,  Has  the  witness  of  the  Church 
for  a  generation  back  been  clear  and  unmistakable?  Has 
she  brought  to  bear  upon  her  business  a  degree  of  efficiency 
comparable  to  that  which  Krupp  has  displayed  in  his?  Has 
she  had  a  faith  strong  enough  to  declare  with  authority  that 
NO  evil  thing  belongs  to  the  inevitable  order  of  the  world  ? 
Have  any  of  us  fully  believed  that  Christ  is  the  one  stable 
foundation  for  any  civilisation,  and  that  His  principles, 
instead  of  being  Utopian,  are  the  only  ones  which  in  the 
real  world  will  ultimately  "work"?  Had  not  the  fashion 
of  this  world's  thinking  in  some  measure  overcome  us? 

These  questions  may  well  bring  many  of  us  to  the 
beginning  of  penitence.  The  great  failure  has  been  a  failure 
in  faith. 

(2)  Again,  it  is  plain  that  there  can  be  no  effective 
resistance  to  the  war  spirit  in  international  relations  by 
those  who  give  place  to  it  in  national  life  or  personal  life. 
Rut  have  we  not  accepted  the  dominion  of  that  spirit  in  our 
own  internal  affairs?  What  of  the  strife  of  social  classes? 
What  of  the  warfare  of  capital  and  labour?  What  of  the 
exhausting  battles  of  commercial  competition  ?  What  of 
that  struggle  for  existence  which  has  filled  our  slums  with 
broken  lives? 
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Many  of  the  tragedies  of  warfare  have  been  enacted  a 
thousand  times  in  our  own  towns  of  late,  though  they  were 
huddled  out  of  sight,  and  had  no  guns  to  announce  them  to 
the  world.  Of  wasted  lives,  of  ruined  homes,  of  abused 
children,  of  broken  hearts — of  disease,  shame,  and  untimely 
death,  our  world  has  been  prolific.  Some  called  it  just  the 
price  of  progress.  Some  said  it  was  horrible  but  inevitable. 
Many  preferred  to  forget  it.  Many  did  not  even  know  it. 
But,  so  doing,  all  these  denied  Christ.  That  attitude  means 
a  continued  acceptance  of  the  war  spirit,  and  of  its  fruits.  It 
meant  despair  before  evil,  which  is  the  essence  of  unbelief. 
And  it  meant  that,  as  a  nation,  we  could  have  no  power 
sufficient  to  resist  the  war  spirit  in  the  world  at  large. 

Christ  believed  that  to  love  the  Lord  thy  God  and  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself  would  ultimately  achieve  all  the  ends 
of  human  progress.  Would  it  not  seem  that  we  have  almost 
advertised  to  the  world  our  distrust  of  His  method  ? 

(3)  But  what  of  the  minority  who  have  for  many  days 
offered  a  protest  against  the  views  above  referred  to  ?  What 
of  those  who  have  been  trying  to  proclaim  the  truth  that  is  in 
Christ?  Is  the  war  no  call  to  them  also  for  penitence? 
Dare  they  call  upon  others  to  repent  while  they  retain  an 
easy  conscience? 

We,  who  send  out  these  words,  speak  for  ourselves  only. 
We  find  ourselves  constrained  to  ask  why  our  protest  has 
availed  so  little.  Why  have  we,  who  name  the  name  of 
Christ,  with  all  our  busyness,  our  organisations,  and  our 
preaching,  had  so  little  power  to  move  or  constrain  the 
nation  ? 

Does  not  the  answer  lie  in  the  fact  that  our  witness  has 
lacked  the  power  which  can  come  only  from  consecrated 
lives?  We  ourselves  have  been  the  cause  of  the  lack  of 
impressive  power  in  our  witness.  We  have  spoken  much 
in  words  but  little  in  the  language  of  sacrifice.  The  world 
resounds  with  the  demonstration  of  our  failure, 
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Christianity  cannot  conquer  by  anything  less  than  its 
whole  magnitude.    Perhaps  our  perception  of  its  great  truths 
has  been  insufficient,  so  that  what  we  offered  to  the  world  was 
only  a  small  and  petty  representation  of  its  true  greatness 
But  certamly  our  response  to  its  moral  demands  has  been 
poor  and  even  cowardly.    What  has  there  been  in  our  lives 
to  suggest  to  the  onlooker  that  there  is  something  divinely 
great  in  our  religion?  y 
It  is  because  we  failed  to  achieve  the  way  of  salvation 
which  the  possesion  of  spiritual  authority  would  have  opened 
out  to  the  nation,  that  we  have  now  to  attempt  to  save  a 
trag,c  situation  by  the  material  force  of  arms 

The  horror  and  the  shame  of  this  war  thus  come  home 
to  us  one  by  one.  We  are  in  part  to  blame.  We  can  never 
be  nght  Wlth  God  or  man_we        neyer  ^  ^  £ 

ether  to  achieve  or  to  handle  victory,  till  on  our  knees  we 
have  faced  our  guilt.    A  nation  cleansed  and  purified  by 
fresh  forgiveness  after  fresh  penitence  might  indeed  overthrow 
he :  sp,„t  that  glories  in  warfare  and  delights  in  agression 
But  only  such  a  nation  could  do  it.  Session. 

These  same  reasons  make  it  further  plain  that  we  only 
weaken  our  national  case  if  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  found 

^or  all  the  world  knows  that  claim  to  be  untrue 

We,  m  Great  Britain,  are  fighting  to-day,  as  in  honour 
bound,  to  protect  a  weak  nation  in  Belgium"  But  we  have 
not  always  drawn  the  sword  when  weaker  nations  cried  out 
nor  have  a  1  our  own  wars  been  against  the  strong.  ' 

We  rightly  protest  against  the  wanton  breaking  of  the 
peace  of  the :  world,  but  no  open  minded  reader  of  h i  1 1 

.nr PIIt0f  °UrSdVeS  —  *«  P-  wanton^ 

claim 'to"?  M  ^  ^  ^  °f  Germany's 

hoed  h  emP're'  bUt         Pr°UdeSt  Words  have  been 

-hoed  by  many  voices  in  our  midst  in  recent  days,  and 


Germany  has  real  reason  for  her  counter  charge  of  arrogance 
against  us. 

Many  say  that  this  is  not  the  time  to  recall  these  things. 
Surely  in  truth  this  is  above  all  others  the  time  to  face 
these  things  that  they  may  be  repented  of. 

No  nation  is  strong  that  deceives  itself.  We  cannot 
fight  better  by  being  blind  to  our  mistakes.  The  spiritual 
factor  in  this  strife  will  be  the  decisive  factor,  and  spiritual 
strength  comes  only  by  the  truth.  Even  a  victory  for  our 
arms  would  not  necessarily  advance  God's  Kingdom  unless 
we  purge  ourselves  from  these  evils— from  arrogance,  from 
the  pride  of  might,  from  the  love  of  money,  from  every 
national  ambition  short  of  the  ambition  to  be  allowed  to 
be  an  instrument  in  the  building  of  God's  Kingdom. 

The  ultimate  order  of  the  universe  is  a  moral  order, 
and  those  who  would  help  progress  must  dare  to  face  the 
naked  moral  facts. 


HI  — THE  CALL  TO  PRAYER,  INDIVIDUAL 
AND  CORPORATE. 

I.  The  essential  struggle  now  going  on  in  the  world  is 
one  between  the  spirit  that  delights  in  war,  and  the  spirit 
of  Christ — between  those  who  glorify  force  and  aggression, 
and  those  who  believe  that  true  progress  comes  only  by 
good  will. 

It  is  the  most  momentous  struggle  of  modern  history. 
The  future  of  the  whole  world  hangs  now  in  the  balance. 
Surely,  therefore,  the  call  to  prayer  is  the  most  insistent  that 
has  ever  sounded  in  our  lives.  A  great  victory  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God  will  only  emerge  out  of  these  terrible  days 
if  the  spirit  of  all  the  nations  concerned  is  raised  and  purified. 
Unless  God  will  work  in  our  day  a  great  work  by  giving  to 
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all  these  peoples  a  new  heart  there  can  be  no  happy 
issue  out  of  these  calamities.  But  God  does  give  the  new 
heart  even  to  nations  in  answer  to  prayer,  and  as  these 
truths  are  realised  it  may  well  come  home  to  us  with 
new  force  that  prayer  alone  can  save  the  world.  We  are 
all  likely  in  these  days  to  discover  whether  we  really 
believe  in  intercessor)'  prayer.  The  belief  of  some  has 
vanished  since  the  guns  began  to  speak.  But  for  those 
who  do  still  believe  it  should  surely  be  plain  that  even 
in  these  busy  days  prayer  comes  before  every  other 
duty. 

Further,  if  we  can  sincerely  hold  the  view  of  this  war 
indicated  above,  it  assumes  for  us  the  form  of  one  aspect  of 
the  great  struggle  between  the  war  spirit  and  the  Christian 
spirit ;  and  if  that  be  so,  we  must  pray  for  victory. 

We  can  only  do  so  in  the  sense  that  we  ask  God  to  use 
us  for  His  victory,  and  we  shall  probably  feel  again,  every 
time  we  pray,  the  terror  of  this  stern  duty  now  imposed  upon 
our  soldiers.  But  except  we  can  follow  with  our  prayers 
these  men  whom  we  have  sent  to  risk  their  lives,  we  ought 
to  recall  them  to-morrow.  To  uphold  them  daily  by 
interceding  with  God  for  them  is  one  of  the  plainest  duties 
of  Christ's  people  just  now,  and  every  man  in  our  army  or 
navy  ought  to  be  assured  that  this  support  is  being  constantly 
offered  him. 

And  here  it  might  be  well  to  raise  in  passing  the 
question,  Whether  the  Christian  people  of  the  country  have 
yet  shown  themselves  as  eager  to  care  for  the  souls  of  our 
fighting  men  as  they  are  to  supply  them  with  material 
comforts?  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  spiritual  ministry 
offered  to  them  has  not  been  at  all  adequate  to  their  needs, 
although  those  who  have  been  attempting  this  duty  have 
worked  with  unceasing  energy.  Yet  many  of  our  men 
are  in  a  new  mood  of  seriousness,  and  are  ready  to 
respond  with  gratitude  to  those  who  would  serve  them  in 
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the  name  of  Christ.  Is  not  a  great  opportunity  being 
partly  lost  ? 

2.  Of  penitence  and  intercession  in  view  of  the  war  we 
have  already  spoken,  but  our  prayers  will  be  very  imperfect 
if  we  forget  the  great  call  to  thanksgiving  which  also  arises 
out  of  the  history  of  the  last  few  months. 

In  many  wonderful  ways  God  has  been  very  good  to 
Great  Britain.  After  the  declaration  of  war  the  nation  rose 
to  one  of  the  most  exalted  moods  it  has  ever  attained.  It 
has  been  truly  said  that  never  before  did  we  make  so  high  an 
entrance  upon  a  great  struggle. 

For  the  dignity  and  restraint  of  our  statesmen  and  the 
quiet  seriousness  among  the  people — for  the  unanimity 
of  the  nation  and  the  generous  suspension  of  old  quarrels 
— for  the  drawing  together  of  all  classes,  we  must  surely 
thank  God. 

No  less  do  we  owe  Him  praise  for  the  ready  response 
of  the  manhood  of  the  nation.  A  thousand  fears  have  been 
belied,  and  it  is  plain  our  young  men  can  still  forget 
self  before  a  great  call.  Our  empire  has  been  knit  to- 
gether in  new  bonds  of  brotherhood,  and  India  (that  had 
seemed  in  so  perilous  a  state)  has  thrilled  the  whole 
country  by  its  passionate  loyalty.  These  are  indeed 
notable  mercies. 

And  perhaps  most  conspicuous  of  all  has  been  the  new 
anxiety  in  the  nation  to  care  for  all  who  will  fall  into  distress 
through  this  war.  Never  before  have  our  soldiers'  needs 
been  so  considered,  or  the  case  of  their  dependants  and 
the  general  welfare  of  the  people  so  carefully  attended  to. 
Never  before  has  there  been  so  large  and  eager  an  army 
of  people  of  goodwill,  ready  to  help  even  at  the  price  of 
sacrifice. 

To  attempt  to  think  rightly  about  this  whole  situation 
and  not  to  thank  God  for  these  great  mercies,  would  be  to 
show  ourselves  blind  to  His  goodness, 
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IV.— PREPARATION  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Great  Britain  did  indeed  make  a  high  entrance  on  the 
war,  but  to  begin  well  is  not  enough. 

The  greater  and  harder  task  of  maintaining  that  spirit 
now  remains  to  be  faced,  and  it  is  here  that  the  Church  of 
Christ  has  its  greatest  opportunity  just  now. 

The  issues  that  hang  in  the  balance  are  not  all  military 
issues.  The  hour  is  one  of  real  spiritual  peril.  The  Church 
is  called  to  a  spiritual  conflict  of  inexpressible  moment. 

The  danger  is  real,  that  in  defeating  Germany  (if  that  be 
God's  will  for  us)  we  should  ourselves  succumb  to  the  spirit 
of  militarism  which  now  in  its  German  guise  we  hate  so 
passionately.  In  the  very  hour  of  victory  we  might  meet  a 
yet  greater  overthrow.  Few  ordeals  test  men  and  nations 
like  the  ordeal  of  fighting,  for  while  fighting  calls  out  many 
of  the  nobler  capacities  of  man's  spirit,  it  also  gives  a  chance 
to  his  baser  passions  to  break  loose. 

Never  then  can  the  call  have  been  plainer  to  keep  our 
hearts  with  all  diligence.  We  must  keep  the  war  madness 
from  finding  lodgment  there.  Our  first  clear  guidance 
springs  from  the  command,  "Love  ye  your  enemies."  Perhaps 
many  people  never  knew  before  how  hard  that  could  be. 
Many  are  saying,  "  It  may  be  Christian,  but  it  is  not  possible." 
At  the  thought  of  Belgian  women  and  children  wantonly 
killed,  or  even  mutilated,  the  spirit  of  every  true  man 
experiences  a  blaze  of  passion.  Yet  if  we  cannot  truly  love, 
we  can  pray  to  be  taught.  We  can  pray  for  them  which 
despitefully  use  us  or  others.  It  is  terribly  certain  that 
wantonly  cruel  and  inhuman  things  have  been  done  by 
German  soldiers  in  this  war,  and  passionate  horror  of  such 
things  is  right.  Yet  still  we  can  take  care  to  believe  no  evil 
concerning  them  that  is  not  clearly  proved.  We  can  refuse 
to  judge  a  whole  nation  by  its  ruffians.     We  can  wish 
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Germany  well.  We  can  constantly  remember  her  suffering 
women  and  bereaved  families.  We  can  live  for  the  day 
when  those  who  are  now  our  enemies  may  yet  be  our  friends, 
and  let  that  hope  guide  us. 

We  can  keep  constantly  before  us  the  truth  that  vengeance 
is  never  right,  and  that  retaliation  for  atrocities  only  makes 
them  worse.  We  can  abstain  from  anything  so  unworthy  of 
British  traditions  as  the  vindictive  treatment  of  aliens  in  our 
own  country. 

These  tasks  may  be  to  the  full  as  hard  as  the  military 
task.  Yet  they  are  just  the  tasks  set  to  us  who  remain  at 
home,  and  if  they  be  fulfilled  we  shall  win  a  victory  as  great 
as  any  which  can  be  achieved  on  the  battlefield. 

If  we  can  so  attain  to  a  right  attitude  to  our  enemy, 
we  may  then  be  ready  for  what  is  the  supreme  task  of  the 
hour — namely,  the  preparation  for  peace.  A  great  and 
Christian  settlement  after  the  war  will  only  be  possible 
if  the  spirit  of  the  nations  has  already  been  prepared  for 
it,  and  even  now  while  battle  rages,  and  although  the 
issue  remains  uncertain,  we  have  need  to  be  concerned 
about  it. 

Three  points  seem  clear  to  us — 

I.  It  cannot  be  right  to  wish  for  the  crushing  or  the 
destruction  of  any  nation.  We  are  resisting  the  ideal  of 
world  dominion  by  any  one  nation,  and  the  alternative  to 
that  is  a  state  of  the  world  in  which  each  nation  shall  be 
free  to  make  its  own  special  contribution  to  the  enrichment 
of  the  life  of  mankind.  In  that  world  Germany's  contri- 
bution must  be  a  great  and  invaluable  one.  Her  genius 
has  been  perverted  of  late  ;  her  great  powers  of  intellect 
and  spirit  have  been  weakened  by  the  lust  for  political 
and  material  power  ;  the  worst  elements  in  her  empire  have 
been  in  the  ascendant.  Nevertheless  the  world's  debt  to 
Germany  in  exact  scholarship,  in  scientific  research,  in  art, 
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in  literature,  in  theology,  and  in  music,  is  incalculable.  It 
would  be  a  crippled  world  which  was  deprived  of  Germany's 
contribution,  and  it  must  therefore  be  a  wholly  unchristian 
thing  to  desire  to  see  her  crushed.    Europe  must  indeed 
be  delivered  from  the  menace  of  her  militarism.    She  her- 
self must  be  delivered  from  her  worst  self.    But  if  we  are 
to  pray  sincerely  for  our  enemy  it  must  mean  praying  that 
she  may  come  to  a  larger,  fuller,  and  nobler  life  than  any 
she  has  yet  known.    To  desire  the  destruction  of  her  genius 
would  be  to  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  If  we  fight  in  the  name  of  honour  and  of  peace 
we  must  be  scrupulous  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  desire 
to  make  gain  out  of  the  war.  Otherwise  we  shall  fall 
below  the  spirit  in  which  we  began  this  struggle. 

If  we  are  to  maintain  before  the  world  with  a  clear  con- 
sc.ence  that  we  did  not  desire  this  struggle,  and  that  we 
were  not  dragged  into  it  by  selfish  motives,  then  while 
demanding  full  reparation  to  Belgium  for  her  indescrib- 
able sufferings,  we  must  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  negotia- 
tions for  peace  with  a  resolute  desire  to  achieve  the  utmost 
possible  for  the  true  welfare  of  Germany  and  every  other 
part  of  the  world. 

This  struggle  is  terrible  already,  but  it  is  not  sordid 
We  shall  only  convert  it  into  a  sordid  matter  if  we  pro- 
pose in  any  way  to  exploit  it  for  the  purposes  of  financial 
gain. 

It  is  true  the  war  may  cost  us  uncounted  millions,  but  if 
Britain  accepts  the  burden  as  part  of  her  high  calling,  believing 
as  we  do,  that  through  it  a  new  day  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God  may  be  ushered  in,  it  should  be  felt  a  privilege  to 
spend  much  for  so  great  a  reason.  God  forbid  that  it 
should  be  possible  for  any  one  to  say  that  under  the  cover 
of  a  struggle  to  defend  the  weak  we  really  strove  for 
markets,  or  territory,  or  gold. 


3.  Lastly,  it  is  clear  to  us  that  a  victory  of  the  Allies 
would  bring  to  Europe  the  greatest  chance  of  history  to 
end  for  ever  the  whole  vicious  system  of  armaments  which 
has  been  our  curse  for  two  generations. 

It  is  to  this  end  that  we  believe  the  prayers  of  Christ's 
people  should  be  constantly  addressed.  The  old  policy  of 
a  balance  of  power  in  Europe  accompanied  by  vast  arma- 
ments has  proved  a  disastrous  policy.  When  the  struggle 
is  over,  and  if  God  should  give  us  the  victory,  the  way 
may  be  open  for  some  real  steps  toward  a  greater  and  better 
system. 

We  believe  that  Christian  truth  calls  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  real  concert  of  Europe,  invested  with  such  powers 
as  will  enable  it  to  settle  international  disputes.  The 
Christian  mind  can  make  no  terms  with  the  suggestion 
that  rivalries  should  be  allowed  to  continue  as  if  they  were 
inevitable. 

The  practical  problem  here  suggested  may  indeed  be 
vast  and  complex  beyond  the  understanding  of  the  ordinary 
private  citizen.  But  if  statesmen  are  to  have  a  chance  to 
achieve  a  solution,  they  must  have  behind  them  peoples  in 
a  right  spirit,  and  it  is  in  the  creation  of  that  right  spirit 
that  men  of  good  will  have  a  great  and  divine  opportunity. 

Ultimately,  we  believe,  nothing  will  satisfy  the  Christian 
conscience  but  the  abolition  of  national  armaments  altogether, 
and  the  replacing  of  them  by  an  international  European 
police  which  should  enforce  the  decisions  of  the  concert  of 
Powers.  If  the  day  for  that  be  not  yet,  at  least  the  time 
has  come  for  a  vast  reduction  of  armaments,  and,  as  a  great 
step  in  the  right  direction,  for  the  abolition  of  private  and 
international  trade  in  armaments. 

One  dominating  thought  stands  out  just  now.  This 
thing  must  not  occur  again.  And  the  first  step  towards 
security  in  that  direction  must  be  the  abolition  of  the  instru- 
ments of  war  which  provoke  to  violence. 
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Only  let  us  be  clear  about  this, — No  nation  can  justly  impose 
disarmament  that  does  not  accept  it.     The  suggestion  that 
we   should   permanently  cripple  others  while   we  remain 
stronger  than  ever  ourselves,  is  one  that  has  in  the  heart 
of  it  the  seed  of  future  wars  unnumbered.     To  say  to  an 
enemy,  You  shall  henceforth  keep  no  rifle  while  I  keep 
two,  would  be  undisguised  tyranny.     And  tyranny  always 
leads    to    strife.      We    shall    be   able   to   settle  nothing 
permanently  after   this  war  unless  we  will  dare  to  hold 
the  faith  that  justice  and  generosity  can  solve  the  world 
problems  which  have  proved  insoluble  by  statesmen  who 
rely  on  force. 

We  must  dare  to  trust  to  the  response  of  mankind  to 
Christlike  action.  We  must  dare  to  believe  that  God  is 
behind  all  who  bravely  obey  His  Son.  The  ways  of  Christ, 
which  have  been  held  impracticable,  are  beginning  to  be 
revealed  as  the  ways  of  real  statesmanship.  No  nation 
and  no  continent  can  be  governed  against  its  will  by 
force.  But  the  permanent  and  wholesome  solutions  of  all 
political  problems  come  by  way  of  generosity,  trust,  and 
goodwill. 


V.-THE  ULTIMATE  ALTERNATIVES. 

By  the  compulsion  of  actual  events,  mankind  is  being 
forced  to-day  to  face  the  ultimate  alternatives  which  offer 
themselves  to  the  race. 

One  is  the  continuation  of  international  rivalry,  which 
involves  the  attempt  by  different  nations  to  impose  them- 
selves upon  the  world,  which  holds  up  the  conception  of 
world  dominion  before  the  eyes  of  statesmen  to  dazzle  them, 
which  involves  war  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  mechanism  of 
comPet,t,on,  and  which  could  lightly  accept  the  obliteration 
of  weak  and  small  nations. 
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The  apostles  of  militarism  are  perfectly  right  when 
having  accepted  the  national  ideal  as  the  highest  possible 
for  mankind,  they  insist  that  war  is  inevitable. 

The  other  alternative  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  That 
is  Christ's  expression  for  the  future  state  of  the  world  when 
it  has  been  conformed  to  the  will  of  God.  For  the  building 
of  that  Kingdom  all  the  nations  are  needed,  not  in  com- 
petition but  in  co-operation,  for  each  has  some  essential 
and  beautiful  contribution  to  make,  for  which  its  genius 
fits  it.  The  glory  of  all  the  nations  must  finally  enter 
there. 

Between  these  two  ideals  the  choice  of  mankind  must  be 
made.  The  savagery  and  barbarism  which  are  latent  in  the 
former  are  being  revealed  to-day  as  never  before.  This 
welter  of  destruction  and  suffering,  this  wild  waste  of  the 
best  life  in  Europe,  this  lurid  blaze  of  hate  that  is  torturing 
the  world,  this  rain  of  bereavement  upon  thousands  of 
families  and  homes— all  these  are  conspiring  to  compel  the 
question,  Is  no  better  way  open  to  the  race? 

The  better  way— the  way  of  co-operation,  difficult  and 
complex  though  it  be— is  indeed  open,  but  for  its  realisation 
one  thing  is  needed.  The  nations  of  the  world  must  all 
alike  pass  under  the  sway  of  one  common  authority.  They 
must  find  a  basis  for  international  law  in  the  will  of  One 
whom  they  can  all  alike  worship. 

There  is  only  one  who  can  be  such  a  common  authority 
for  mankind.  His  name  is  Jesus.  The  ways  open  to  the 
world  are,  the  way  to  God  through  Christ,  or  the  way  to 
endless  war  and  woe. 

A  great  enterprise  has  for  over  a  century  been  on  foot 
which  takes  as  its  motto,  "The  World  for  Christ."  That 
enterprise,  generally  referred  to  as  Foreign  Mission  work, 
has  commonly  been  held  to  be  little  more  than  a  pious 
endeavour  by  specially  ardent  Christians.  It  is  now  plain 
that  it  holds  within  it  the  one  hope  of  world-wide  peace. 
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When  the  nations  of  the  West  are  giving  their  whole  hearts 
to  that  holy  endeavour  they  will  be  themselves  permanently 
reconciled,  and  will  be  able  to  spread  peace  throughout  the 
world  — not  before  then. 

Let  us  be  quite  clear  about  it.    Hopes  of  peace  built  upon 
any  other  foundation  than  Christ  are  the  fondest  delusions. 
By  no  ingenious  system  of  treaties  and  covenants,  by  no 
cunning  of  statesmen,  by  no  enlightened  financial  views,  can 
peace  come  to  stay.     Behind  treaties  there  must  be  some 
moral  authority  to  give  them  sacred  obligation.  Children 
find  lasting  peace  only  round  the  knees  of  a  common  father. 
World-wide  worship,  or  world-wide  strife  —  these  are  the 
two  ways.     Even  the  roar  of  battle  is  proclaiming  that 
Christ  is  the  world's  sole  hope  of  progress  and  peace.  But 
Christ  must  be  enthroned  not  only  in  the  heart  and  the  home. 
He  must  be  enthroned  in  the  market-place,  the  counting- 
house,  the  factory,  and  the  council  chamber.    Christ  can  only 
save  a  nation  or  an  empire  that  fully  commits  its  whole  life 
to  Him.    His  will  must  be  accepted  as  the  one  sure  guide 
for  commerce,  for  government,  and  for  international  relations. 
We  must  dare  to  believe   not   only  that  His  ways  are 
practicable,  but  that  they  are  the  only  ways  which  can 
save  us. 

To  do  that  is  the  supreme  venture  of  faith  in  these 
days.  Amidst  the  clash  of  arms  His  still  small  voice 
is  apt  to  seem  a  very  weak  voice.  His  meek  and  quiet 
spirit  is  apt  to  seem  out  of  place  in  a  world  gone  mad  in 
violence. 

Yet  our  faith  has  history  to  support  it.  A  world  that 
believed  in  violence  and  that  had  defied  God  once  swept 
Christ,  as  it  thought,  out  of  existence.  It  deemed  it  a  very 
little  thing  to  make  an  end  of  that  gentle  Spirit. 

But  while  that  world  hastened  to  its  decay,  destroyed  by 
its  sin,  Christ  rose  again  unconquered.  There  was  no  power 
that  could  hold  Him-neither  sin,  nor  disorder,  nor  death 


And  the  Christ  whose  victory  was  first  made  plain  on 
Easter  morning  has  still  the  power  of  ultimate  conquest 
in  the  world  for  which  He  died. 

That  and  nothing  less  is  our  Christian  faith.  To  witness 
to  it  by  word  and  life  is  the  supreme  call  of  the  hour  to 
Christ's  disciples. 
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